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SUBJECT: SPANISH REACTION TO PORTUGUESE ELECTION 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: OTHER THAN FRANCO'S CONGRATUALTORY 
MESSAGE TO COSTA GOMES ON CELEBRATION OF APR 25, GOS 
HAS AVOIDED OFFICIAL COMMENTARY ON ELECTIONS OR THEIR 
OUTCOME. MEDIA AND POLITICIANS, HOWEVER, HAVE NOTED DEFEAT 
OF MYTHS OF "COMMUNIST STRENGTH" AND "IMMATURITY OF 
PEOPLE", SUGGESTING INDIRECTLY THAT SIMILAR OUTCOME MIGHT 
TAKE PLACE IN SPAIN IF PEOPLE WERE GIVEN THE CHANCE. AFM 
CREDITED WITH KEEPING ITS WORD ON ELECTIONS, EVEN IF 

MEDIA WERE MONOPOLIZED BY COMMUNISTS AND SOME PARTIES 
OUTLAWED. PS AND PPD MAJORITY SEEN AS VOTE FOR MODERATE 
SOCIALIST COURSE AND, IN FOREIGN RELATIONS, AS VOTE 
FOR INTEGRATION IN EUROPE, MAINTENANCE OF TIES WITH NATO 
AND REJECTION OF DICTATORSHIP OF RIGHT OR LEFT EXTREMES. 

END SUMMARY 

2. GOS HAS BEEN VERY CIRCUMSPECT ON PORTUGUESE 
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OF VOTING RESULTS. FRANCO SENT COSTA GOMES NATIONAL DAY 
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE AND SPANISH AMBASSADOR IN LISBON 
MADE STATEMENT REITERATING SPAIN S POLICY OF NON INTER 
FERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER COUNTRIES. SPECIAL 
CORRESPONDENTS PLAYED UP PEACEFUL MASSIVE TURNOUT TO 
VOTE FOR FIRST IN 48 YEARS AND ORDERLY POLLING AND 
VOTE-COUNTING PROCEDURES. PORTUGUESE EMBASSY SUPPLIED 
MEDIA REPS IN MADRID WITH UP-TO-THE MINUTE 
TALLY OF ELECTION RESULTS WHICH WERE FOLLOWED CLOSELY BY 
SPANIARDS. 

3. IN MADRID. SEVILLE, AND BARCELONA UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
HELD APR 25 COMMEMORATIVE MEETINGS REPLETE WITH 
PORTUGUESE FLAGS, CARNATIONS, AND SINGING OF PORTUGUESE 
REVOLUTIONARY SONGS AND MOCK ELECTIONS. POLICE BROKE UP 
MEETINGS AND SUBSEQUENT DEMONSTRATIONS IN MADRID AND 
SEVILLE, BUT DEMONSTRATION IN BARCELONA, JOINED BY 
SOME PASSERS-BY, WAS WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

4. POLITICAL COMMENTATORS AND OPPOSITION POLITICIANS 

SO FAR UNDERSCORE MODERATION OF PORTUGUESE VOTERS WHO 
DESTROYED MYTH OF COMMUNIST INFLUENCE AND POLITICAL 
IMMATURITY OF PEOPLE DESPITE COMMUNIST CONTROL OF MEDIA. 

PS AND PPD MAJORITY SEEN AS REJECTION OF LEFT OR RIGHT 
DICTATORSHIP AND VOTE FOR INTERGRATION OF PORTUGAL INTO 
MAINSTREAM 

OF EUROPEAN POLITICS INCLUDING TIES TO NATO. 

AFM ITSELF WAS REBUFFED ON ISSUE OF BLANK VOTES AND 
WOULD NOW HAVE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT WEIGHT OF POPULAR 
VOTES. OFFICIAL OF NATIONAL MOVEMENT TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
IF PS AND PPD FAILED TO PROJECT ELECTORAL STRENGTH IN 
UPCOMING CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS, THEY WOULD RISK POLITICAL 
DISCREDIT. NATIONAL MOVEMENT'S NEWSPAPER "ARRIBA" SAW 
LITTLE RELEVANCE IN PORTUGUESE ELECTIONS FOR SPAINNLINCE 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF TWO COUNTRIES SO DISIMILAR. OPPOSITION 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC LEADER, RUIZ GIMENEZ, SAID ELECTIONS 
WERE FREE WITH EXCEPTION OF EXCLUSION OF PORTUGUESE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS, PROVING THAT FREE ELECTIONS COULD BE 
HELD WITHIN YEAR OF REPLACEMENT OF AUTOCRATIC REGIME BY 
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM. 
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5. DIRGEN OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS IN MFA TOLD EMBOFF THAT VOTE 
STRUCK OVERALL MODERATE NOTE BUT REFLECTED SIGNIFICANT 
REGIONAL DIFFERENCES IN PORTUGAL. PS, PPD, AND CDS 
CONTROLLED NORTH, MAJOR CITIES (EXCEPT OPORTO) AND PCP 
COULD BE SATISFIED WITH LESS IMPORTANT SOUTH. 

DIRGEN SAID OUTCOME WOULD UNBLOCK GOS-GOP REGULAR BUSINESS 
WHICH WAS HELD UP PENDING ELECTIONS; MFA THOUGHT 
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MEETING OF FONMINS MIGHT BE HELD IN JUNE. IT WAS 
TIME NOW, HE SAID, FOR EUROPE AND U.S. TO GO TO BAT FOR 
PORTUGUESE MODERATES THROUGH TECHNICAL AID PROJECTS IN 
NORTH AND MAIN CITIES. WEST HAD TO HELP TO ENSURE THAT 
MODERATES CONSOLIDATED POSITION IN FUTURE PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS. 

6. COMMENT: MEDIA, COMMENTATORS, AND OPPOSITION 
POLITICIANS HAVE USED OUTCOME OF ELECTIONS TO PRESS VIEW 
THAT IF UNDERDEVELOPED PORTUGAL COULD HAVE NON-VIOLENT 
HONEST, ELECTIONS WHICH RESULTED IN NON-EXTREMIST MAJORITY, 

THEN NO ONE SHOULD FEAR FREE ELECTIONS IN SPAIN. SPANISH 
OPPOSITION AND REGIME LIBERALIZERS ARE JUBILANT OVER 
PORTUGUESE ELECTIONS, AND FULLY PREPARED TO USE THEM AS 
ANOTHER ARGUMENT TO ENCOURAGE GOVT TO DELIVER ON ITS 
PROMISES. GENERAL IMPRESSION HERE, ON OTHER HAND, IS THAT ALTHOUGH 
GOVT RELIEVED BY ELECTION OUTCOME, IT REMAINS 
SUSPICIOUS ABOUT PORTUGAL'S DIRECTION AND WILL NOT LET 
FAVORABLE ELECTION RESULTS INFLUENCE DOMESTIC 
I JBF.RI ,TZ ATTON PLANS VERY MUCH. 

STABLER 
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